
Walker County Animal Shelter
Who are we? 



Employees:
Emily Sadler - Director

Cortney Andes - Smith - Manager

Krista Alexander - Customer Service

Chloe Clift - Kennel Tech II

Brittany Jordy - Kennel Tech I

Jeremy Hayes - Kennel Tech I



Operations:
We are open to the public:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Saturday from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

● Thursday - closed for vetting to spay/neuter animals

● We encourage appointments to better manage time with potential adopters 

● We do not turn people away who walk-in 

● We also work with people on an as needed basis to come in after hours or on 

days we are closed to the public in order to accommodate their schedules.



Operations (continued):
Unlike many other shelters, we intake small animals, birds and livestock.



Operations (continued):
We have worked diligently to reduce the stress on animals during their stay at the 

shelter by limiting the kennel areas to just shelter staff. 

● Dogs become overstimulated and stressed when unfamiliar people walk 

through 

● Dogs do not present well in the kennel environment

● We house quarantined dogs for bites/rabies holds, court holds, neglect, etc.

● Limiting the kennel area reduces public risk

● Meet and greets are conducted with a shelter team member in the lobby or 

play yard, whichever a potential adopter prefers 



Operations (continued):
We do require appointments for the surrender of owned animals. This is another 

way to combat euthanasia of adoptable companion animals. Without 

appointments based on capacity, it would be impossible not to euthanize 

hundreds of animals a month.



Previous Years Shelter Statistics:
2015 - Intake of dogs: 1652 Euthanized: 644

Intake of cats: 1334 Euthanized: 871

2016 - Intake of dogs: 1301 Euthanized: 436

Intake of cats: 1004 Euthanized: 630

2017 - Intake of dogs: 1628 Euthanized: 336

Intake of cats: 979 Euthanized: 396



2019 Shelter Statistics:
July 2019 - December 2019:  

● Intake: 697

● Returns from adoption: 10

● Adoptions: 154

● Euthanized: 23

● Return to Owner: 58

● Transferred to Rescues: 423

Live Outcome: 635 = 89.9%



2020 Shelter Statistics:
● Intake: 1,594

● Returns from adoption: 7

● Adoptions: 103

● Euthanized: 31

● Return to Owner: 122

● Transferred to Rescues: 1308

Live Outcome: 1,533 = 95.8%



2021 Shelter Statistics:
● Intake: 2,044

● Returns from adoption: 4

● Adoptions: 149

● Euthanized: 40

● Return to Owner: 260

● Transferred to Rescues: 1542

Live Outcome: 1,951 = 95.3%



2022 Shelter Statistics:
January 2022 - May 2022:  

● Intake: 790

● Returns from adoption: 10

● Adoptions: 141

● Euthanized: 32

● Return to Owner: 127

● Transferred to Rescues: 503

Live Outcome: 771 = 96.4%



Euthanasia:
Euthanasia is the kindest option for some animals that enter our shelter. At times, we 

have to euthanize animals that are injured beyond repair and suffering or animals that 

have behavioral issues. 

● Euthanasia rates at Walker County Animal Shelter have been below 5% since 

2020. 

● The shelter has purchased 5 bottles of euthanasia solution (Fatal Plus) since 

October 2019. Past records indicate the shelter purchased 200 bottles of 

euthanasia solution (Fatal Plus) from February 2011 - September 2017. 



Shelter goals:
● To be proactive and get the homeless and unwanted animal population under 

control

● Focus on spay/neuter of public animals

● Assist owners in keeping pets in their home

● Educate the public on positive pet ownership

● Find homes for the animals in our shelter through adoption and rescue



From Incoming to Outgoing:
When an animal enters the shelter, our team begins assessment immediately.

If the animal is healthy, it receives appropriate vaccines, a deworming regimen and is rid of 

fleas/ticks and bathed, if necessary. 

If the animal has health concerns, we communicate with our veterinarian regarding medical 

treatment. If we are unable to treat the issue in the shelter, we work to secure rescue for 

medical treatment. There are times we receive injured or critically ill animals that we have to 

transfer out as quick as possible. 

Animals are medically treated, as necessary, throughout their stay in our shelter. Our team 

works diligently to recognize clinical signs or symptoms of common illness that can quickly 

spread throughout a shelter environment, such as parvo or panleuk. We disinfect daily, 

however in a shelter environment, illness is seen due to the high intake of animals from all 

environments with little to no vetting prior to arrival. 



Knowing Our Shelter Animals:
During an animal’s stay in our shelter, our team spends time with them to ensure we know 

as much as possible about their health, personality, likes/dislikes, behaviors, habits, etc. 

We temperament test all dogs with other dogs and we will test with cats, so we know their 

personality and can inform our potential adopters and rescues. 

When dogs come in undersocialized, our team spends extra time working with them to 

ensure we are providing them with the best possible outcome, whether that be adoption or 

rescue. 

This knowledge about our shelter animals is imperative in forming the foundation of the 

animal’s best chance in their new home. We strive to set every animal and adopter up for 

success in this transition and new relationship.





Adoptions:
● We list all animals available for adoption on the County website and our Facebook page 

● Adoptable cats are fully vetted and can leave same day

● Adoptable dogs will be vetted prior to going to their new home, if not already vetted

● Vetting includes: spay/neuter, microchip, age appropriate vaccines and deworming 

● We spend as much time with potential adopters as they need and are happy to answer 

their questions. We also allow and encourage meet and greets with the dogs they 

currently have in their home.

Adopters play a very vital role in the success of the shelter. We enjoy spending time with 

adopters, speaking with them and especially receiving updates of our shelter alumni in their 

new homes.







Transport, shelter and rescue partnerships:
The amount of animals produced in Walker County cannot be absorbed back into the 

community due to lack of homes therefore, transport is a viable option. 

We have established several partnerships with rescues and shelters in northern states 

that have open space for animals due to their strict spay/neuter laws, lack of animals 

running at large, etc. These shelters have adopters waiting for available animals to 

arrive. 

Some costs are reimbursed by receiving groups to assist with vetting and transport 

costs. This reimbursement goes back into Walker County.



Transport, shelter and rescue partnerships:
We align ourselves with shelters and rescues that share our values and goals. It is imperative that our 

partners spay/neuter animals they are adopting out or else we are not solving any problems. 

Our partner rescue groups play a vital role in saving the lives of not only adoptable animals, but 

animals that come into our care that are sick or injured. The animal shelter is not able to absorb the 

cost of vet care and medical treatment for some of the more serious cases. However, our partner rescue 

groups help alleviate those costs by assuming possession of the animal. Several partner rescue groups 

help transport animals out of state, as well. 

We also have relationships with other animal shelters in Georgia. These partnerships include joint 

transports, sharing knowledge and supporting one another in our positions. 

Without these partnerships, a majority of the homeless animals in our shelter would be euthanized. 









Donations:
We have many community members who donate to the shelter, whether it be 

monetary or supplies. These donations are greatly appreciated and received with 

gratitude. 

We also have many rescues who donate to our shelter. We receive large donations 

of food, treats, toys, bedding, cleaning supplies, medication, etc. from our rescue 

partners. The support that our shelter receives is astounding and very much 

appreciated.

These donations offset the cost our shelter would incur for basic supplies and 

necessities to care for the animals.





Community Services and Outreach:
Since mid 2019, we have worked with citizens to assist with low cost and/or free 

spay/neuter through multiple animal welfare organizations.

The shelter has assisted many citizens with dog/cat food and litter in times of 

need. This service also allows pets to stay in their homes.  

In 2022, we were the recipients of a vaccine grant provided to vaccinate public 

animals against serious diseases at no cost to the citizens. We held three public 

vaccine/microchip clinics which were very successful. During these clinics, we 

lined up several free spay/neuter services at no cost to Walker County. 

Free spay/neuter services are also offered to citizens who are surrendering puppies 

and kittens, at no cost to Walker County. 





Changing Lives…
Our shelter team values each and every animal’s life that comes through our doors. 

We love and care for them, as if they were our own pets. After all, this is our 

second home. 

We take pride in the jobs we have been entrusted to do and we hold the welfare of 

our shelter animals to the highest standard and vow to do what is in the best 

interest of the animals.









                                                        WE ARE CHANGING LIVES…


