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ORDINANCE O-01-24 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 22 OF THE CODE 

OF WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA REGARDING LAND DEVELOPMENT; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO REPEAL ANY AND ALL CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; 

AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 

 WHEREAS, Walker County desires to amend its Land Development Code to provide 
clarity regarding certain zoning matters, poultry operations, solar energy systems, and mobile 
homes, among other topics; 
 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Walker County 
that the Code of Walker County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

 
 

1. 
 
ARTICLE II. BUILDINGS & PERMITS; Section 22-26(2)b.1. is deleted in its entirety and 
replaced with the following: 
 
1. All residential structures must meet the current International Building Codes adopted by 
Walker County; 
 
1. All residential structures must meet the current International Residential Code (IRC) and all 
other applicable codes adopted by Walker County;  
 

2. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 1: GENERALLY; Section 22-115 is amended to include or 
replace the following definitions: 
 

Camper, travel trailer and recreational vehicle means a portable structure, whether self-
propelled or pulled by a power unit, designed as temporary occupancy for personal travel, 
recreation and vacation uses, which is identified on the unit by the manufacturer as a camper, 
travel trailer, recreational vehicle or bus. These portable structures are not permitted for 
permanent placement or use as short-term rentals. 

 

Hardship means an unusual situation on the part of an individual property owner which 
will not permit him to enjoy the full utilization of his property which is given to others within 
the County. A hardship exists only when it is not self-created or when it is not economic in 
nature.  

Hardship means an unusual situation on the part of an individual property owner which 
will not permit him to enjoy the full utilization of his property which is given to others within 
the County. A hardship exists only when it is not self-created, when it is not economic in 
nature, or when the life safety of an immediate family member of the property owner exists due 
to a health related concern.  

 

Short term rental means an accommodation where, in exchange for compensation, a 
residential dwelling unit is provided for lodging for a period of time not exceeding 30 
consecutive days. 

 

Solar energy system means any equipment or operation designed to capture energy from 
the sun and convert it to electricity for the purpose of feeding an electric utility's power grid. 
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Travel trailer and recreational vehicle means a portable structure, whether self-propelled 
or pulled by a power unit, designed as temporary occupancy for travel, recreation and vacation 
uses, which is identified on the unit by the manufacturer as a camper, travel trailer, 
recreational vehicle or bus.  

 

3. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(1)c.4. is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

4. No person shall reside in a recreational vehicle on a subdivision lot for more 
than 7 days and must be able to provide proof of proper sewage disposal at 
an approved facility upon request.  

4. No person shall reside in a camper, travel trailer, recreational vehicle or 
similar mobile housing in R-1. Exception, see section 22-390.  

 
4. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(5) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 
 

(5) Neighborhood commercial. This group of use includes limited commercial activities of a 

convenience nature and professional offices predominantly serving residential 

neighborhoods within a two-mile radius. Examples include the following specific uses, 

and all substantially similar types of uses:  

a. Convenience commercial retail establishments, including convenience stores, 

gasoline sales and service, combination gasoline sales and food marts, laundromats 

and similar facilities.  

b. Professional and office uses listed in subsection (b)(4) of this section.  

c. Restaurants with drive-up and/or walk-up facilities.  

d. Roadside produce stands, temporary or permanent. This includes farm and garden 

supplies, as well as plant nurseries. All merchandise outside must be stored inside an 

approved enclosed secured structure from dusk to dawn. 

e. Animal care facilities including veterinary clinics, kennels or other animal boarding 

facilities with no outdoor runs. Kennels include the commercial raising, breeding, 

and boarding of dogs. Requirements in section 22-154 must be met.  

f. Farm and garden supplies and plant nurseries. All merchandise displayed outside 

must be stored inside an approved enclosed secured structure from dusk to dawn. 

5. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(6)e. is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

e. Farm and garden supplies, building supplies, vehicle parts and accessories.  

 

e. Farm and garden supplies, building supplies, vehicle parts and accessories, 

wholesale and retail businesses for storing, assembling and distributing goods. 

 
6. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(9)b. is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
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b. Low density residential use is allowed (refer to the table of allowable uses set forth in 

section 22-148).  

 

b. Low density residential use is allowed (refer to the tables of allowable uses set forth 

in section 22-148 and section 22-149) 

7. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b) is amended to include the following: 
 

(14)  Glamping. This use category includes outdoor recreational facilities, including but not 

limited to yurts, treehouses and campgrounds, designed for short term overnight 

occupancy, that are located in agricultural zones, but do not qualify as agricultural 

enterprises. 

 
8. 
 

ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-148 Glamping table row is added: 
 

Glamping  A P  P  P  P  P P  P  P  A  
 

 
9. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-148 Neighborhood commercial table row is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 
 

Neighborhood commercial  A  P P  P  P  P  A  A  A  P  A  

 

10. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-149 Residential table rows are deleted in their entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

Residential (Dup.)  A   P  A  P  A  A  A  P  A  P  A  

Residential (MF)  A   P A  P  A  A  A  P  A  P  A  

 

11. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-153(c) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

(c) Due to the introduction of new breeds of animals and trends in animal ownership, other 
nondomesticated animals may be allowed upon the approval of the Planning Commission 
so long as such animals do not include chickens or other poultry, pigs or other swine, or 
wild nondomesticated animals known to attack humans without provocation.  

(c) Due to the introduction of new breeds of animals and trends in animal ownership, other 
nondomesticated animals may be allowed upon the approval of the Planning Commission, 
so long as such animals do not include wild nondomesticated animals known to attack 
humans without provocation.  

12. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-156 – 178 is amended as follows: 
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Sec. 22-156. Poultry Operations. 
 

(a) Minimum acres required for 1-4 standard poultry houses containing 20,000 sq. ft. per 
house (40 x 500) shall require a minimum of 35 acres and meet all setback/buffer 
requirements. Applicants building poultry houses containing more than 20,000 sq. ft. will 
need to work with the Planning Office to determine the minimum acres needed to 
construct poultry houses and still meet all buffer/setback requirements. Each additional 
poultry house and/or waste storage facility will require an additional five (5) acres and 
meet all existing buffer/setback requirements. 

 Producers should be aware that this minimum is based on a perfect square and additional 
acreage could be needed to place houses and meet all buffer/setback requirements. 

(b) A waste storage facility/stack house is subject to the same buffer/setbacks as a poultry 
house: 400-feet from the property line. Reciprocal buffer/setbacks apply from new 
residences to a waste facility: 200-feet from the property line / 400-feet from an existing 
waste facility. The farm owner/operator or a residence provided to employees shall be 
exempt from setback requirements.   

Secs. 22-156—22-178. Reserved. 

Secs. 22-157—22-178. Reserved. 

13. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 3: SITE IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS; Section 22-181 
table is amended as follows: 
 

      Front 
Setback 
from State 
and 
Federal 
Highways 
(ft) 
 
Front 
Setback 
from State 
and 
Federal 
Highway 
right of way 
(ft) 

 

 
14. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 3: SITE IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS; Section 22-184(e) 
– (h) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 
 

(e) A 400-foot buffer is required between the A-1 Agriculture District and property zoned R-
1, R-2, R-3, C-1 or CN. The buffer area shall be measured from the property line from 
which the buffer is required, and such buffer may be used for general or low intensity 
agricultural purposes, but may not be used for a feedlot, poultry, hog and dairy 
operations.  

(e) A buffer or setback of at least 400-feet is required between the A-1 Agriculture District and 
property zones A-1, R-1, R-2, R-3, C-1 and C-N. The measurement shall be from the 
property line to the nearest point of the poultry house. Such buffer/setback may be used 
for general or low intensity agricultural purposes but may not be used for feedlot, poultry, 
hog or dairy operations. 
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(f) A buffer of at least 400 feet shall be required and maintained from any residential or 
commercial structure to the nearest point at which a feedlot, poultry, hog or dairy 
operation is taking place within an A-1 district. The buffer will be maintained by the 
owner of the land used for a feedlot, poultry, hog or dairy operations; however, said 
buffer can be used for other general and low intensity agricultural uses. Buffer 
requirements under this subsection are applicable where the residential or commercial 
structure is in existence prior to the construction of the feedlot, poultry, hog or dairy 
operation.  

(f) A buffer or setback of at least 400-feet shall be required and maintained from any 
residential or commercial structure to the nearest point at which a feedlot, poultry, hog or 
dairy operation is taking place, within an A-1 district. The buffer/setback can be used for 
other general and low intensity agricultural uses. The farm operator/owner’s or a 
residence provided to employees shall be exempt from setback requirements. 

(g) In the event a screen, wall, fence, planted dividing strip or any other type of buffer is 
required by this article for any use, such screen, wall, or other buffer will be subjected to 
periodic inspections by the Office of Planning and Enforcement to determine that such 
required wall, fence, etc., is being properly maintained. Failure to maintain such 
required wall, fence, etc., to an acceptable standard may be deemed a violation of this 
section.  

(g) A buffer or setback of 400-feet will be required from a new residence to an existing poultry 
house or 200-feet from the property line to an existing poultry house. A 300-foot 
minimum setback will be required from the centerline of the road to the nearest point of a 
new poultry house. 

(h) In the event a screen, wall, fence, planted dividing strip or any other type of buffer 
(hereinafter referred to as “Buffer”) is required by this article, for any use, the Buffer shall 
be subjected to periodic inspections by the County Office of Planning and Enforcement to 
determine that the Buffer is being properly maintained. Failure to properly maintain the 
Buffer to an acceptable standard may be deemed a violation of this section. 

 
15. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 5: SPECIAL USES AND PERMITS is amended to include 
the following: 
 

Subdivision IV. Solar Energy System (SES) Special Use Permit 

 
Sec. 22-334. Solar Energy System Special Use Permit 
 
Any SES shall meet the following requirements in order for a SES Special Use Permit to be 

issued: 

1. A SES shall be constructed on a minimum of three or more acres, but shall not cover 

more than 20% of any parcel.  

 

2. A SES connected to the utility grid shall provide a "proof of concept letter" from the local 

utility company acknowledging the SES will be interconnected to the utility grid in order 

to sell electricity to the utility entity. 

 

3. A SES shall be setback from the property line a minimum of 50-feet in every zoning 

district where allowed. A SES shall be encircled by a security fence or wall a minimum of 

6-feet tall. Screening vegetation shall be provided outside the security fence. 
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4. A ground mounting plan and process must be submitted with the permit application to 

the county. The ground mounting plan may consist of standard solar manufacturer 

installation plans and processes for ground mounting. 

 

5. Signage. The names of the manufacturers, installers, facility owners, and facility 

operators, and their addresses and phone numbers shall be posted on the required 

fencing at each entrance of a SES. In addition, signage shall include a 24-hour 

emergency contact phone number and state the risks that may result from contact with a 

SES. No advertising or other signage shall be allowed around the solar energy system, 

with the exception of educational material. 

 

6. Glare and lighting. In order to prevent a glare that may constitute a nuisance to 

neighboring properties, all panels shall be constructed of non-reflective materials or 

shall be treated with an anti-reflective material. If lighting is required, it shall: 

a. Be limited to the minimum reasonably necessary for safe operation; 

b. Be directed downward where reasonably feasible; 

c. Incorporate full cut-off fixtures; and 

d. Reasonably utilize motion sensors. 

7. The operation of the SES shall comply with the following: 

a. Solar panels shall not be placed in the vicinity of any airport in a manner that 

would interfere with airport flight patterns. Acknowledgement from the Federal 

Aviation Administration may be necessary. 

b. All power transmission lines from a ground mounted solar energy system shall be 

located underground after connection from the solar panel combiners to the 

interconnection point. 

c. Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for the 

construction, operation, and maintenance of the ground mounted solar energy 

system and shall comply with the requirements of the county zoning code. Any 

disturbed land shall be stabilized by a permanent seeding of perennial vegetation, 

such as grass or other dense surface cover, that will protect the soil surface from 

eroding. 

d. The applicant shall demonstrate that the proposal will not have an adverse effect 

on neighboring properties or endangered wildlife species.  

 

8. A written emergency response plan is required for any SEC. The plan shall be approved 

by the county's planning department, fire department, and emergency management 

agency prior to start of operations. Each SES owner or operator shall update its 

emergency response plan no later than the first Monday in January of each year with a 

copy provided to all departments and agencies named in this subsection. The 

emergency response plan shall include the following: 

a. The phone number, email address, and street address for all manufacturers, 

installers, owners, and operators. 

b. The phone number, email address, and mailing address for a representative of 

the SES responsible for responding to public inquiries. 

c. The material safety data sheets that apply to any materials on the SES. 

d. Clearly marked means and instructions for authorized staff to shut down the 

SES. 

e. A representative for the owner or operator should have a reasonable response to 

the location in the event of an emergency. 
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9. In addition to a Special Use Permit, an applicant wanting to construct a SES shall also 

apply for and meet all of the requirements for a building/development permit. 

 

10. Decommissioning. Unless otherwise approved, decommissioning shall begin no later 

than 12 months after a SES has ceased to generate electricity: 

 

a. The SES and all structures associated with it shall be removed and recycled or 

otherwise reused to the extent reasonably practicable, at the owner(s) or 

operators expense. 

b. The SES site shall be restored to as natural condition as possible within six 

months of the removal. 

c. All disturbed land shall be stabilized by a permanent seeding of perennial 

vegetation such as grass or other dense surface cover that will protect the soil 

surface from erosion, prevent sediment and runoff at the site. 

d. Before any project breaks ground, there must be a solar decommission plan in 

place for the future. 

 

Secs. 22-335—22-354. Reserved. 

 
 

16. 
 
ARTICLE VI. SUBDIVISIONS; Section 22-387(c) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with 
the following: 
 
 

(c) Exceptions. Manufactured homes located on manufactured home sales lots as inventory 
for purposes of resale or within the confines of a warehouse are not required to conform to 
the terms of this section. 

(1) Campers and travel trailers are not required to conform to the terms of this section 

unless used for living purposes, and in such case, must comply with all applicable 

requirements.  

(2) Manufactured homes located on manufactured home sales lots as inventory for 

purposes of resale or within the confines of a warehouse are not required to conform 

to the terms of this section. 

 
17. 

 
ARTICLE VI. SUBDIVISIONS; Section 22-389 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 
 

Sec. 22-389. Mobile homes built before June 15, 1976 (pre-HUD homes). 

Sec. 22-389. Mobile homes built over 20 years from the current date.  

 

(a) All mobile homes or manufactured houses permitted within the County shall meet a 
reasonable minimum standard for safe and livable housing, and all units shall be 
completely set up and ready for occupancy without additional attention or modification 
prior to the granting of approval at final inspection.  

(b) The County will require a building inspection by a qualified and licensed electrician and 
plumber, and shall prohibit the issuance of new placement permits for mobile homes 
manufactured prior to June 15, 1976, whether on individual lots or within mobile home 
parks or manufactured home rental communities, unless the units are inspected and 
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approved in accordance with the policy for permitting pre-1976 mobile homes within the 
County, as set forth in regulations governing the placement of manufactured homes in the 
County.  

(b) The County requires an inspection for all work that is being performed for upgrades or 
renovations on existing mobile homes or manufactured houses. New placement permits 
for mobile or manufactured homes over 20 years old from the current date, shall be 
prohibited, whether on individual lots or within mobile home parks or manufactured 
home rental communities. No mobile homes within the County shall be placed or 
permitted that are over 20 years in age, as set forth in regulations governing the placement 
of mobile or manufactured homes in the County. 

(c) All manufactured homes located in the jurisdiction shall bear a label certifying it was 
constructed in compliance with the National Manufactured Housing Construction and 
Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42 USC 5401 et seq. (the HUD Code), and shall be installed 
in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 8-2-160 et seq.  

(d) The regulations of the County and Health Department regarding sanitary facilities, water 
supply, electrical systems and sewage disposal shall be met.  

(e) The costs for all inspections shall be paid for by the applicant.  

 
18. 

 
ARTICLE VI. SUBDIVISIONS; Section 22-390 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 
 

(a) Temporary placement permits shall be issued for travel trailers used for living purposes, 
manufactured homes or mobile homes temporarily used as office space, and manufactured 
homes or mobile homes temporarily parked and used as a bona fide construction office, 
storage place or quarters of a night watchman at a construction site, provided that the 
regulations of the County and Health Department regarding sanitary facilities, water 
supply and sewage disposal shall be met.  

(a) Temporary placement permits shall be issued for the following purposes: 

 (1) Campers, travel trailers or recreational vehicles used for living purposes during the 
construction of a new single-family dwelling. 

 (2) Campers, travel trailers, recreational vehicles, manufactured homes or mobile homes 
used for temporary housing of construction and security workers, office space or storage at 
a bona fide construction site, provided that the regulations of the County and Health 
Department regarding sanitary facilities, water supply and sewage disposal shall be met.  

(b) A temporary placement permit shall be valid for a period of 1 year from the date of 
issuance.  

(b) A temporary placement permit shall be valid for a period of 1 year from the date of 
issuance. A time extension may be granted on a case by case basis at the discretion of the 
Planning Director. 

 
19. 

This ordinance is effective immediately upon its adoption. 

 

20. 

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
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21. 

 
If any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of this ordinance is held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of _____________, 2024. 

 
 

 
 
 
ATTEST:       WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA 
 
 
 
              
       
Jessica Station, Deputy Clerk    SHANNON K. WHITFIELD, Chairman 
 
 

The foregoing Ordinance received a motion for 

________ from Commissioner _________, 

second by Commissioner ______________, 

and upon the question the vote is _____ ayes, 

_____ nays to adopt the Resolution. 

 

 

 

            (SEAL) 
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ORDINANCE O-01-24 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 22 OF THE CODE 

OF WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA REGARDING LAND DEVELOPMENT; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO REPEAL ANY AND ALL CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; 

AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 

 WHEREAS, Walker County desires to amend its Land Development Code to provide 
clarity regarding certain zoning matters, poultry operations, solar energy systems, and mobile 
homes, among other topics; 
 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Walker County 
that the Code of Walker County, Georgia is amended as follows: 

 
 

1. 
 
ARTICLE II. BUILDINGS & PERMITS; Section 22-26(2)b.1. is deleted in its entirety and 
replaced with the following: 
 
1. All residential structures must meet the current International Building Codes adopted by 
Walker County; 
 
1. All residential structures must meet the current International Residential Code (IRC) and all 
other applicable codes adopted by Walker County;  
 

2. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 1: GENERALLY; Section 22-115 is amended to include or 
replace the following definitions: 
 

Camper, travel trailer and recreational vehicle means a portable structure, whether self-
propelled or pulled by a power unit, designed as temporary occupancy for personal travel, 
recreation and vacation uses, which is identified on the unit by the manufacturer as a camper, 
travel trailer, recreational vehicle or bus. These portable structures are not permitted for 
permanent placement or use as short-term rentals. 

 

Hardship means an unusual situation on the part of an individual property owner which 
will not permit him to enjoy the full utilization of his property which is given to others within 
the County. A hardship exists only when it is not self-created or when it is not economic in 
nature.  

Hardship means an unusual situation on the part of an individual property owner which 
will not permit him to enjoy the full utilization of his property which is given to others within 
the County. A hardship exists only when it is not self-created, when it is not economic in 
nature, or when the life safety of an immediate family member of the property owner exists due 
to a health related concern.  

 

Short term rental means an accommodation where, in exchange for compensation, a 
residential dwelling unit is provided for lodging for a period of time not exceeding 30 
consecutive days. 

 

Solar energy system means any equipment or operation designed to capture energy from 
the sun and convert it to electricity for the purpose of feeding an electric utility's power grid. 
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Travel trailer and recreational vehicle means a portable structure, whether self-propelled 
or pulled by a power unit, designed as temporary occupancy for travel, recreation and vacation 
uses, which is identified on the unit by the manufacturer as a camper, travel trailer, 
recreational vehicle or bus.  

 

3. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(1)c.4. is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

4. No person shall reside in a recreational vehicle on a subdivision lot for more 
than 7 days and must be able to provide proof of proper sewage disposal at 
an approved facility upon request.  

4. No person shall reside in a camper, travel trailer, recreational vehicle or 
similar mobile housing in R-1. Exception, see section 22-390.  

 
4. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(5) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 
 

(5) Neighborhood commercial. This group of use includes limited commercial activities of a 

convenience nature and professional offices predominantly serving residential 

neighborhoods within a two-mile radius. Examples include the following specific uses, 

and all substantially similar types of uses:  

a. Convenience commercial retail establishments, including convenience stores, 

gasoline sales and service, combination gasoline sales and food marts, laundromats 

and similar facilities.  

b. Professional and office uses listed in subsection (b)(4) of this section.  

c. Restaurants with drive-up and/or walk-up facilities.  

d. Roadside produce stands, temporary or permanent. This includes farm and garden 

supplies, as well as plant nurseries. All merchandise outside must be stored inside an 

approved enclosed secured structure from dusk to dawn. 

e. Animal care facilities including veterinary clinics, kennels or other animal boarding 

facilities with no outdoor runs. Kennels include the commercial raising, breeding, 

and boarding of dogs. Requirements in section 22-154 must be met.  

f. Farm and garden supplies and plant nurseries. All merchandise displayed outside 

must be stored inside an approved enclosed secured structure from dusk to dawn. 

5. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(6)e. is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

e. Farm and garden supplies, building supplies, vehicle parts and accessories.  

 

e. Farm and garden supplies, building supplies, vehicle parts and accessories, 

wholesale and retail businesses for storing, assembling and distributing goods. 

 
6. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b)(9)b. is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
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b. Low density residential use is allowed (refer to the table of allowable uses set forth in 

section 22-148).  

 

b. Low density residential use is allowed (refer to the tables of allowable uses set forth 

in section 22-148 and section 22-149) 

7. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-147(b) is amended to include the following: 
 

(14)  Glamping. This use category includes outdoor recreational facilities, including but not 

limited to yurts, treehouses and campgrounds, designed for short term overnight 

occupancy, that are located in agricultural zones, but do not qualify as agricultural 

enterprises. 

 
8. 
 

ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-148 Glamping table row is added: 
 

Glamping  A P  P  P  P  P P  P  P  A  
 

 
9. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-148 Neighborhood commercial table row is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 
 

Neighborhood commercial  A  P P  P  P  P  A  A  A  P  A  

 

10. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-149 Residential table rows are deleted in their entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

Residential (Dup.)  A   P  A  P  A  A  A  P  A  P  A  

Residential (MF)  A   P A  P  A  A  A  P  A  P  A  

 

11. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-153(c) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

(c) Due to the introduction of new breeds of animals and trends in animal ownership, other 
nondomesticated animals may be allowed upon the approval of the Planning Commission 
so long as such animals do not include chickens or other poultry, pigs or other swine, or 
wild nondomesticated animals known to attack humans without provocation.  

(c) Due to the introduction of new breeds of animals and trends in animal ownership, other 
nondomesticated animals may be allowed upon the approval of the Planning Commission, 
so long as such animals do not include wild nondomesticated animals known to attack 
humans without provocation.  

12. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 2: DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS; Section 
22-156 – 178 is amended as follows: 
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Sec. 22-156. Poultry Operations. 
 

(a) Minimum acres required for 1-4 standard poultry houses containing 20,000 sq. ft. per 
house (40 x 500) shall require a minimum of 35 acres and meet all setback/buffer 
requirements. Applicants building poultry houses containing more than 20,000 sq. ft. will 
need to work with the Planning Office to determine the minimum acres needed to 
construct poultry houses and still meet all buffer/setback requirements. Each additional 
poultry house and/or waste storage facility will require an additional five (5) acres and 
meet all existing buffer/setback requirements. 

 Producers should be aware that this minimum is based on a perfect square and additional 
acreage could be needed to place houses and meet all buffer/setback requirements. 

(b) A waste storage facility/stack house is subject to the same buffer/setbacks as a poultry 
house: 400-feet from the property line. Reciprocal buffer/setbacks apply from new 
residences to a waste facility: 200-feet from the property line / 400-feet from an existing 
waste facility. The farm owner/operator or a residence provided to employees shall be 
exempt from setback requirements.   

Secs. 22-156—22-178. Reserved. 

Secs. 22-157—22-178. Reserved. 

13. 
 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 3: SITE IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS; Section 22-181 
table is amended as follows: 
 

      Front 
Setback 
from State 
and 
Federal 
Highways 
(ft) 
 
Front 
Setback 
from State 
and 
Federal 
Highway 
right of way 
(ft) 

 

 
14. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 3: SITE IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS; Section 22-184(e) 
– (h) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 
 

(e) A 400-foot buffer is required between the A-1 Agriculture District and property zoned R-
1, R-2, R-3, C-1 or CN. The buffer area shall be measured from the property line from 
which the buffer is required, and such buffer may be used for general or low intensity 
agricultural purposes, but may not be used for a feedlot, poultry, hog and dairy 
operations.  

(e) A buffer or setback of at least 400-feet is required between the A-1 Agriculture District and 
property zones A-1, R-1, R-2, R-3, C-1 and C-N. The measurement shall be from the 
property line to the nearest point of the poultry house. Such buffer/setback may be used 
for general or low intensity agricultural purposes but may not be used for feedlot, poultry, 
hog or dairy operations. 
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(f) A buffer of at least 400 feet shall be required and maintained from any residential or 
commercial structure to the nearest point at which a feedlot, poultry, hog or dairy 
operation is taking place within an A-1 district. The buffer will be maintained by the 
owner of the land used for a feedlot, poultry, hog or dairy operations; however, said 
buffer can be used for other general and low intensity agricultural uses. Buffer 
requirements under this subsection are applicable where the residential or commercial 
structure is in existence prior to the construction of the feedlot, poultry, hog or dairy 
operation.  

(f) A buffer or setback of at least 400-feet shall be required and maintained from any 
residential or commercial structure to the nearest point at which a feedlot, poultry, hog or 
dairy operation is taking place, within an A-1 district. The buffer/setback can be used for 
other general and low intensity agricultural uses. The farm operator/owner’s or a 
residence provided to employees shall be exempt from setback requirements. 

(g) In the event a screen, wall, fence, planted dividing strip or any other type of buffer is 
required by this article for any use, such screen, wall, or other buffer will be subjected to 
periodic inspections by the Office of Planning and Enforcement to determine that such 
required wall, fence, etc., is being properly maintained. Failure to maintain such 
required wall, fence, etc., to an acceptable standard may be deemed a violation of this 
section.  

(g) A buffer or setback of 400-feet will be required from a new residence to an existing poultry 
house or 200-feet from the property line to an existing poultry house. A 300-foot 
minimum setback will be required from the centerline of the road to the nearest point of a 
new poultry house. 

(h) In the event a screen, wall, fence, planted dividing strip or any other type of buffer 
(hereinafter referred to as “Buffer”) is required by this article, for any use, the Buffer shall 
be subjected to periodic inspections by the County Office of Planning and Enforcement to 
determine that the Buffer is being properly maintained. Failure to properly maintain the 
Buffer to an acceptable standard may be deemed a violation of this section. 

 
15. 

 
ARTICLE IV. ZONING, DIVISION 5: SPECIAL USES AND PERMITS is amended to include 
the following: 
 

Subdivision IV. Solar Energy System (SES) Special Use Permit 

 
Sec. 22-334. Solar Energy System Special Use Permit 
 
Any SES shall meet the following requirements in order for a SES Special Use Permit to be 

issued: 

1. A SES shall be constructed on a minimum of three or more acres, but shall not cover 

more than 20% of any parcel.  

 

2. A SES connected to the utility grid shall provide a "proof of concept letter" from the local 

utility company acknowledging the SES will be interconnected to the utility grid in order 

to sell electricity to the utility entity. 

 

3. A SES shall be setback from the property line a minimum of 50-feet in every zoning 

district where allowed. A SES shall be encircled by a security fence or wall a minimum of 

6-feet tall. Screening vegetation shall be provided outside the security fence. 

 



 
 

Ordinance O-01-24 Page | 6  
 

4. A ground mounting plan and process must be submitted with the permit application to 

the county. The ground mounting plan may consist of standard solar manufacturer 

installation plans and processes for ground mounting. 

 

5. Signage. The names of the manufacturers, installers, facility owners, and facility 

operators, and their addresses and phone numbers shall be posted on the required 

fencing at each entrance of a SES. In addition, signage shall include a 24-hour 

emergency contact phone number and state the risks that may result from contact with a 

SES. No advertising or other signage shall be allowed around the solar energy system, 

with the exception of educational material. 

 

6. Glare and lighting. In order to prevent a glare that may constitute a nuisance to 

neighboring properties, all panels shall be constructed of non-reflective materials or 

shall be treated with an anti-reflective material. If lighting is required, it shall: 

a. Be limited to the minimum reasonably necessary for safe operation; 

b. Be directed downward where reasonably feasible; 

c. Incorporate full cut-off fixtures; and 

d. Reasonably utilize motion sensors. 

7. The operation of the SES shall comply with the following: 

a. Solar panels shall not be placed in the vicinity of any airport in a manner that 

would interfere with airport flight patterns. Acknowledgement from the Federal 

Aviation Administration may be necessary. 

b. All power transmission lines from a ground mounted solar energy system shall be 

located underground after connection from the solar panel combiners to the 

interconnection point. 

c. Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for the 

construction, operation, and maintenance of the ground mounted solar energy 

system and shall comply with the requirements of the county zoning code. Any 

disturbed land shall be stabilized by a permanent seeding of perennial vegetation, 

such as grass or other dense surface cover, that will protect the soil surface from 

eroding. 

d. The applicant shall demonstrate that the proposal will not have an adverse effect 

on neighboring properties or endangered wildlife species.  

 

8. A written emergency response plan is required for any SEC. The plan shall be approved 

by the county's planning department, fire department, and emergency management 

agency prior to start of operations. Each SES owner or operator shall update its 

emergency response plan no later than the first Monday in January of each year with a 

copy provided to all departments and agencies named in this subsection. The 

emergency response plan shall include the following: 

a. The phone number, email address, and street address for all manufacturers, 

installers, owners, and operators. 

b. The phone number, email address, and mailing address for a representative of 

the SES responsible for responding to public inquiries. 

c. The material safety data sheets that apply to any materials on the SES. 

d. Clearly marked means and instructions for authorized staff to shut down the 

SES. 

e. A representative for the owner or operator should have a reasonable response to 

the location in the event of an emergency. 
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9. In addition to a Special Use Permit, an applicant wanting to construct a SES shall also 

apply for and meet all of the requirements for a building/development permit. 

 

10. Decommissioning. Unless otherwise approved, decommissioning shall begin no later 

than 12 months after a SES has ceased to generate electricity: 

 

a. The SES and all structures associated with it shall be removed and recycled or 

otherwise reused to the extent reasonably practicable, at the owner(s) or 

operators expense. 

b. The SES site shall be restored to as natural condition as possible within six 

months of the removal. 

c. All disturbed land shall be stabilized by a permanent seeding of perennial 

vegetation such as grass or other dense surface cover that will protect the soil 

surface from erosion, prevent sediment and runoff at the site. 

d. Before any project breaks ground, there must be a solar decommission plan in 

place for the future. 

 

Secs. 22-335—22-354. Reserved. 

 
 

16. 
 
ARTICLE VI. SUBDIVISIONS; Section 22-387(c) is deleted in its entirety and replaced with 
the following: 
 
 

(c) Exceptions. Manufactured homes located on manufactured home sales lots as inventory 
for purposes of resale or within the confines of a warehouse are not required to conform to 
the terms of this section. 

(1) Campers and travel trailers are not required to conform to the terms of this section 

unless used for living purposes, and in such case, must comply with all applicable 

requirements.  

(2) Manufactured homes located on manufactured home sales lots as inventory for 

purposes of resale or within the confines of a warehouse are not required to conform 

to the terms of this section. 

 
17. 

 
ARTICLE VI. SUBDIVISIONS; Section 22-389 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 
 

Sec. 22-389. Mobile homes built before June 15, 1976 (pre-HUD homes). 

Sec. 22-389. Mobile homes built over 20 years from the current date.  

 

(a) All mobile homes or manufactured houses permitted within the County shall meet a 
reasonable minimum standard for safe and livable housing, and all units shall be 
completely set up and ready for occupancy without additional attention or modification 
prior to the granting of approval at final inspection.  

(b) The County will require a building inspection by a qualified and licensed electrician and 
plumber, and shall prohibit the issuance of new placement permits for mobile homes 
manufactured prior to June 15, 1976, whether on individual lots or within mobile home 
parks or manufactured home rental communities, unless the units are inspected and 
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approved in accordance with the policy for permitting pre-1976 mobile homes within the 
County, as set forth in regulations governing the placement of manufactured homes in the 
County.  

(b) The County requires an inspection for all work that is being performed for upgrades or 
renovations on existing mobile homes or manufactured houses. New placement permits 
for mobile or manufactured homes over 20 years old from the current date, shall be 
prohibited, whether on individual lots or within mobile home parks or manufactured 
home rental communities. No mobile homes within the County shall be placed or 
permitted that are over 20 years in age, as set forth in regulations governing the placement 
of mobile or manufactured homes in the County. 

(c) All manufactured homes located in the jurisdiction shall bear a label certifying it was 
constructed in compliance with the National Manufactured Housing Construction and 
Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42 USC 5401 et seq. (the HUD Code), and shall be installed 
in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 8-2-160 et seq.  

(d) The regulations of the County and Health Department regarding sanitary facilities, water 
supply, electrical systems and sewage disposal shall be met.  

(e) The costs for all inspections shall be paid for by the applicant.  

 
18. 

 
ARTICLE VI. SUBDIVISIONS; Section 22-390 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 
 

(a) Temporary placement permits shall be issued for travel trailers used for living purposes, 
manufactured homes or mobile homes temporarily used as office space, and manufactured 
homes or mobile homes temporarily parked and used as a bona fide construction office, 
storage place or quarters of a night watchman at a construction site, provided that the 
regulations of the County and Health Department regarding sanitary facilities, water 
supply and sewage disposal shall be met.  

(a) Temporary placement permits shall be issued for the following purposes: 

 (1) Campers, travel trailers or recreational vehicles used for living purposes during the 
construction of a new single-family dwelling. 

 (2) Campers, travel trailers, recreational vehicles, manufactured homes or mobile homes 
used for temporary housing of construction and security workers, office space or storage at 
a bona fide construction site, provided that the regulations of the County and Health 
Department regarding sanitary facilities, water supply and sewage disposal shall be met.  

(b) A temporary placement permit shall be valid for a period of 1 year from the date of 
issuance.  

(b) A temporary placement permit shall be valid for a period of 1 year from the date of 
issuance. A time extension may be granted on a case by case basis at the discretion of the 
Planning Director. 

 
19. 

This ordinance is effective immediately upon its adoption. 

 

20. 

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
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21. 

 
If any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of this ordinance is held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of _____________, 2024. 

 
 

 
 
 
ATTEST:       WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA 
 
 
 
              
       
Jessica Station, Deputy Clerk    SHANNON K. WHITFIELD, Chairman 
 
 

The foregoing Ordinance received a motion for 

________ from Commissioner _________, 

second by Commissioner ______________, 

and upon the question the vote is _____ ayes, 

_____ nays to adopt the Resolution. 

 

 

 

            (SEAL) 


















































































